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10 all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WiLriaMm SHAXE-
SPEARE, JT., a citizen of the United States, re-
siding at the city of Kalamazoo, county of
Kalamazoo, State of Michigan, have invent-
ed certain new and useful Improvements in
Fish-Hooks, of which the following is a speci-
fication.

This invention relates to improvements in
fish-hooks.

The main object of this invention is to pro-
vide an improved fish-hook which is capable
of withstanding very severe strains and at the
same time is comparatively light in weight
and attractive in appearance. »

Further objects and objects relating to
structural details will definitely appear from
the detailed description to follow.

I accomplish the objects of my invention
by the devices and means described in the
following specification.

The invention is clearly defined and point-
ed out in the claims.

A structure embodying the features of my
invention is clearly illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, forming a part.of this speci-
fication, in’which—

Figure 1 is a side elevation of my improved
fish-hook. Fig. 2 is a rear elevation thereof.
Fig. 3 is a cross-section taken on a line corre-
sponding to line 3 3 of Figs. 1 and 2.

In the drawings similar letters of reference

" refer to similar parts throughout the several
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views.

Referring to the drawings, the shank A of
my improved fish-hook is preferably of uni-
form diameter to approximately the begin-
ning of the curve of the hook. The curved
portion A’ of the hook is enlarged or thick-
ened. The thickened portion is substan-
tially round in cross-section and is gradually
tapered to the shank portion and to the point
a of the hook.
barb &’ of the usual or any desired form. By
thus strengthening the hook the same 1is
made capable of withstanding very severe
strains. The curved portion of the hook is
the point where the greatest strain occurs in

The hook is provided with a |

the event of a pull upon the point, such as is
caused by snagging when in use and the like.
A very small hook when thus formed is capa-
ble of sustaining a heavy load and the liabil-
ity of its point becoming twisted or bent out
of .position is very remote.

The point of the hook may be made very
sharp and fine, and the shank portion may
also be very light and the hook still be very
strong. These features also give the hook a
very attractive and graceful appearance.

I prefer that the enlarged curved portion
A’ be round in cross-section, as, thus con-

“structed, it is capable of withstanding strains

and twists from all directions. However,
this might be modified and valuable results
still be secured.

My improved fish-hook is, as stated, at-
tractive in appearance and economical to
produce.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. A fish-hook having a shank portion of
substantially uniform diameter to approxi-
mately the beginning of the curve of the hook,
and an enlarged or thickened curved portion,
said thickened curved portion being substan-
tially round in cross-section and gradually
tapered to the shank portion and to the point
of the hook.

2. A fish-hook having a shank portion of
substantially uniform diameter to approxi-
mately the beginning of the curve of the hook,
and an enlarged or thickened curved portion,
said thickened curved portion being substan-
tially round in cross-section.

3. A fish-hook having an enlarged or thick-
ened curved portion, said thickened curved
portion being substantially round in cross-
section and gradually tapered to the shank
portion and to the point of the hook.

4. A fish-hook having an enlarged or thick-

ened curved portion, said thickened curved-

portion being substantially round in cross-
section.

5. A fish-hook having a shank portion of
substantially uniform diameter to approxi-
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mately the beginning of the curve of the hook,
and an enlarged or thickened curved portion,
said thickened curved portion being grad-
ually tapered to the shank portion and to the
point of the hook.
6. A fish-hook having an enlarged or thick-
ened curved portion, said thickened curved
" portion being gradually tapered to the shank
portion and to the point of the hook.

7. Afish-hook having an enlarged or thick- 1o

ened curved portion.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set
my hand and seal in the presence of two wit-
nesses. o

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE, Jr. [r.s.]

Witnesses:

ErrEL A. BRADFORD,
Otis A, EARL.



